
 

Vocabulary  Definition  
Classification A way of sorting animals and living things 

Vertebrates  An animals that has a backbone 
Invertebrates  An animal that lacks a backbone 
Mammals  Warm blooded animals with fur, has live young 
Amphibians  Cold blooded animals such as frogs’ toads, newts 

Reptiles  Animals, dry scaly eg. as snakes, lizards, turtles.  
Branching database A way of classifying animals and living things 
Vulnerable  Means they are at risk of being endangered 

Endangered  They are at risk of becoming extinct/dying out 
Critically endangered Extremely high risk of extinction/dying out 
Species  A group of living organisms with similarities  
Life Processes  Processes that are vital for survival  

Movement  The ability to move and change position 
Respiration The use of oxygen from the air to form energy 
Sensitivity  To be able to respond to its surroundings  
Nutrition The use of food to support life  

Excretion  The removal of substances from living things 
Reproduction  The process where new offspring are formed 
Growth  The ability to grow  
habitat A place where all living things call home 

environment The surroundings and conditions for a habitat 
extinct No longer living, or in existence  
Characteristics  What makes living things similar and different  

Flowering  Plants that grow flowers 
Non-flowering  Plants or trees that do not grow flowers  

  

Science Knowledge Organiser – Y4 Living things and their habitats. 

Coverage:  

Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 

Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider 

environment 

Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 

Working Scientifically: 

asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them. 

making systematic and careful observations 

gathering, recording, classifying, and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions. 

reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations. 

using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 

 

 
To stay alive and healthy, all living things need  

certain conditions that let them carry out the seven life processes:  

Movement                            

Respiration         

Sensitivity  

Nutrition 

Excretion  

Reproduction 

Growth   



 

Animals can be grouped into different ways based on their characteristics.  

We can group animals firstly into Vertebrates and Invertebrates.  

                        

 

 

 

 

 

Classification Keys  

Plants and animals rely on the environment to give them everything they need. Therefore, when habitats change, 

it can be very dangerous to the plants and animals that live there. Changes to an environment can be natural or 

caused by humans. Changes to an environment can have positive as well as negative effects. Here are some 

examples of things that can change an environment.  

Natural                           Human Made 

  

 

Earthquakes     Deforestation  

Storms      urbanisation  

Seasons      pollution  

Floods       creating new nature reserves  


