
 

 

  

 

 

 

 Definition 

Structure The arrangement and order of the parts or sections of 
music.  

timbre The quality and character of the sound of the instruments 
used.  

texture The layers of sound in music.  

cover A version of a song performed by someone other than the 
original artist. 

Pulse The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the 
pulse. 

Pitch High and low sounds. 

tempo A musical dimension that describes how fast or slowly the 
music is played.  

Improvise To make up a tune and play it on the spot. There is an 
assumption that it can never be recreated. 

Compose Creating and developing musical ideas and ‘fixing’ them 

melody Another name for tune 

Solo The singing or performing of one person.  

riff A short, repeated phrase, often played on a lead instrument.  

Dynamics  A musical dimension indicating how loudly or quietly the 
music is being played.  

MUSIC KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER – Happy 

To sing in unison with clear diction, controlled pitch and sense of phrase 

To maintain my own part and be aware how the different parts fit together. 

To create increasingly complicated rhythmic and melodic phrases within given structures.  

To listen to and recall a range of sounds and patterns of sounds confidently. 

To begin to identify the relationship between sounds and how music can reflect different meanings. 

1 – Listen & Appraise: Happy (Pop/Neo/Soul) 

What style indicators can you hear? Describe the structure? What 

instruments/voices can you hear? Describe the musical dimensions? 

3 - Perform and Share 

Decide how your class will introduce the performance. Perhaps add some 

choreography? Tell your audience how you learnt this song and why.  

Record the performance and talk about it afterwards.  

The performance will include one or more of the following: Improvisations 

• Instrumental performances • Compositions 

2 – Musical activities 

Warm-up Games play and copy back using up to 3 notes – A, G + B. Bronze: A | 

Silver: A + G | Gold: A, G + B challenge. Which challenge did you get to?  

Singing in 2 parts.  

Play instrumental parts with the song by ear and/or from notation using the 

easy or medium part. You will be using up to 3 notes – A, G + B. Which part did 

you play?  

Improvise using up to 3 notes – A, G + B. Bronze: A | Silver: A + G | Gold: A, G + 

B challenge. Which challenge did you get to?  

Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms choosing from the notes A, G + 

B or C, E, G, A + B. 


