
Kingdom 5 widely accepted kingdoms for classification: monera, 

protists, fungi, plants and animals. 

Phylum Divisions based on shared physical characteristics among 

organisms. 

classification The arrangement of organisms into orderly groups based on 
their similarities and presumed evolutionary relationships. 

Family Groups of organisms that share certain adaptive traits and 
have common ancestry 

invertebrate An invertebrate animal does not have a backbone and 97% 
of creatures belong to this group. 

microorganism An organism which is microscopic, making it too small to be 

seen by the human eye. 

organism An animal, plant or single-celled life form. 

species A group of closely related organisms that are very similar to 

each other and are usually capable of producing offspring.   

Carl Linnaeus A scientist famous for sorting plants and animals into 
groups. 

vertebrate A vertebrate animal is one that has a backbone. 

Genus A way to describe a generic name for an organism 

class These are based on more detailed similarities between living 

organisms. 

Order  These are based on characteristics listed on a taxonomy key. 

What are the 7 levels of classification? 

Key Vocabulary 

  

Who is Carl Linnaeus? 

- Knowledge Organiser 

Carl Linnaeus is a Swedish botanist, 

zoologist and taxonomist. He changed 

how living organisms were named and 

we still use his system today! 

How do we classify organisms? 

By using classification charts, such as 

this dichotomous key, we can look for 

similarities and differences in animals. 

We can then group them together so 

that the group is homogeneous  (all 

the same kind). 

Why is collecting specimens important?

NC Objectives 
To be able to describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants and animals  
To be able to give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Working Scientifically 
planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary  

reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations  

identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments  

recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs  

To be able to compare all parts of a living or-

ganism, especially plants, it is important to 

have everything gathered together in one 

place. Therefore, collecting examples of these 

living things is incredibly important. 

What is a micro-organism? 

These are living things that are very small—

microscopic even! Although small, they can 

still be classified into bacteria,  fungi, ar-

chaea or protists. An important fact to note 

is that a virus, while small, isn’t considered 

to be living so won’t be a micro-organism.  


